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Main Street Tolga, QLD 4882 

PO Box 100 Tolga, QLD 4882 

Tel (07) 4089 5111   

Absence Line (07) 4089 5166 

E-mail: admin@tolgass.eq.edu.au 
Web: www.tolgass.eq.edu.au 

Yr 6  TEEC Black Gully 
Camp 

07/02 to 
10/02 

Yr 5A Parent Afternoon 
5pm in classroom 07/02 

Book Club orders close 08/02 

P&C Meeting 13/02 

Parent Reading 
Information Session          
5- 6pm (see page 3) 

23/02 & 
23/03 

Last day of Term 1 31/03 

First day of Term 2 17/04 

Issue Date: 3rd February, 2023 

Please phone the school office or email admin@tolgass.eq.edu.au any 

changes to your contact details.  This includes home address, email address 

and IMPORTANTLY your contact home phone/work phone and mobile    

number/s.  Also advise any changes for those listed as emergency contacts 

for your child/ren. 

WELCOME! NEXT P&C MEETING—ALL 
WELCOME 

Monday, 13th Feb, 7pm    

Venue:  School Library 



PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 

Tolga State School Vision  “Dedicated to enabling every child to succeed and realise their potential” 

 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

I would like to extend a warm welcome to all our new and returning families to Tolga State School for the       

commencement of 2023. I am very pleased to see our students and staff return with a sense of positivity and  

excitement for the coming term and year. I am looking forward to working with staff, students, parents/carers 

and the wider school community throughout the year to build on this positive start to 2023. 

 

This year, the Department of Education launched a significant new strategy: Equity and Excellence. As with any 

change, this prompts us as a school to reflect on our contribution to student outcomes and refine our current 

practices to support all students to achieve success. The student free days at the beginning of the year provided 

an excellent opportunity to explore this new strategy and redefine our Annual Improvement Plan so as to        

address the pillars of Educational Achievement, Wellbeing and Engagement and Culture and Inclusion within 

the strategy. As we move through the year, we will provide updates of our action planning and the outcomes for 

achievement within these areas. 

 

Next week, the school leader professional association called QASSP will be promoting the message "Innovation 

Starts Here" across Queensland’s state schools. It's part of the advocacy work of the school leader group and is 

intended to convey that state primary schools are safe places where a love of learning is fostered and developed.  

Our school is an ideal environment to foster socialisation, collaboration and engagement. The environment 

termed a "Sandbox" is readily used in the technology industries to advance innovation. We believe our state   

primary schools are sandboxes dotted throughout the state, designed to ensure the next generation of     

Queenslanders will thrive.  This year, we are developing our STEM (science, technology, engineering and       

mathematics) program to support innovation and engagement with a focus on providing extension opportunities 

in Year 4 to 6. Further updates will be communicated to students in the coming weeks. 

 
Only two short weeks into the term and our sporting calendar is filling up. Tablelands Cricket trials were           

conducted early this week with 12 students playing for selection. Congratulations to all students for their efforts 

and special mention to Darcy Alford, Tyson McCahon and Ashton Rockley who were selected into the Tablelands 

team. In preparation for the year of sport ahead, we have developed a Tolga State School Representative Sport 

Nomination Process which outlines expectations for student behaviour and responsibilities when nominating and 

participating in sporting trials. These forms have been provided to students this week for the upcoming trials in 

Rugby League. If you have any questions regarding this process, please contact the office to discuss further.  

 

I would like to wish the Year 6 students and teachers all the best as they prepare for their camp in Week 3.      

Students will be travelling to the Tinaroo Environmental Education Centre for a three day camp and I look        

forward to visiting with the classes to hear about their experiences and learnings from this trip.  

 

I would like to welcome new staff to Tolga State School commencing this year. We welcome Mrs Loren     

Gundersen and Ms Anna Corcoran to our staff and Mrs Carol Russell who is returning to us this year. I wish them 

all the best for the coming year and look forward to visiting their classes as I wander around the school. 

 

Finally, I look forward to working with the parents/carers, students and staff throughout the year and wish you all 

the best for the year of schooling ahead. 

 

Regards 

Kylie Cochran 

Principal 



SCHOOL NEWS 

Tolga State School Vision  “Dedicated to enabling every child to succeed and realise their potential” 

 

Reading at Tolga SS 

Tolga State School is embarking on an exciting new reading journey, and we 

are interested to hear your thoughts about reading at school. There will be 

parent information sessions about our new reading program throughout the 

year.   

To give us a better idea what these sessions will include, please complete the 

survey below.  

https://survey.qed.qld.gov.au/n/dRghNL4 

Parent Info Session 1: Week 5, 23 Feb 5 - 6pm 

Parent Info session 2: Week 9, 23 Mar 5 - 6pm 

Digby Doyle 
Head of Department: Curriculum 
 

Home Reading Program 

After much research, deliberation and consultation with staff and the        

community, it has been decided that Tolga SS Homework Program be replaced 

with the Tolga SS Home Reading Program where it is strongly recommended 

that each child from Prep - 2 read (or be read to) for 10-15 minutes and those 

in Years 3-6 read every night for 20-30 minutes through an organised and 

monitored classroom program.   I encourage you to hear your child read each 

night and if possible, follow up with conversations around the content.  It is 

important that your child borrows weekly from the library. Please ensure that 

your child has a library bag and encourage your child to return library books 

on time. The new policy is available here via the Tolga SS website:  

https://tolgass.eq.edu.au/supportandresources/formsanddocuments/
documents/home%20reading%20policy%202023.pdf  

Chris Lees 

Deputy Principal 

https://survey.qed.qld.gov.au/n/dRghNL4
https://tolgass.eq.edu.au/supportandresources/formsanddocuments/documents/home%20reading%20policy%202023.pdf
https://tolgass.eq.edu.au/supportandresources/formsanddocuments/documents/home%20reading%20policy%202023.pdf


SCHOOL NEWS 

  

At Tolga school we expect all students to attend school on all school days.   Every day at 

school does count.  Parents or guardians of students who are absent due to illness or   

family matters must inform the school of their students’ absences. Parents/Caregivers 

will be sent a text message if the students’ absence is unexplained. You can reply to the 

text message. 

  

If your child is absent from school:- 

• Phone the School Absence Line 4089 5166 and leave a message or 

• Advise the absence via QParents or 

• Reply to text message when received or 

• Phone school office 4089 5111 

 Note: Parents need to apply for an exemption if their student will be away for more 

than 10 consecutive school days. This application form is available for collection 

from the school office and needs to be approved by the Principal. 

  

If your child is leaving school early: 

• Phone the school office 4089 5111 to advise reason and time of collection from the 

office or 

• Send a note with your child to the office with the reason and time of departure 

Note: Your child must present to the office to sign out before leaving school  

 grounds. 

  

If your child will arrive late to school: 

• Phone the school office 4089 5111 to advise reason and expected time of arrival 

Note: Your child must present to the office to receive a late slip which will be given 

to the teacher on arrival to class. 

  

Parents to ensure the safety of your children please make certain they     

understand afterschool pick up arrangements.  Supervised Parent Pick Up is 

located under A Block on Main Street.  If existing arrangements do change 

please ring the school office 4089 5111,  before 2:30pm, so the message can 

be relayed to your child in plenty of time. 
  



SCHOOL NEWS 

PBL FOCUS FOR WEEKS 3 & 4 



TUCKSHOP TALK 



COMMUNITY NOTICES  



COMMUNITY NOTICES  



COMMUNITY NOTICES  

Donations can be delivered to the school’s Administration 

Office from Monday 6th to Tuesday 14th February. 


